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Images from the New Profile exhibition: Militarism and Education, 2001. [l From a 1st grade reader, teaching the vowel a: “Ra, ta, ta..

H Ad for a collect-call-service simulating the emblem of a prestigious unit. Bezeq Phone Company, Arieli publ
.7 Lichtenson, 2000; [@ Package for men’s boxer shorts, Lodjia, 2000; [ "Express yourself" - picture of soldiers as part of an image campaign for Cellcom, a cellular phone company, Bauman-Berr-Rivnai, 2001; ] Children dressed up as soldiers for the holiday of Purim at school, 2000.

calm down..

...S0 if nobody wants war, how come there is no peace?
Israel is under threat, we are told, it isn't up to us..

Wars, however, do not “just happen

children’s literature and

schoolbooks, magazines,
billboards work to normalize
and “routinize” wars and the
presence of the military in our

daily lives.

Are personal and political
security truly achieved through

military force?

are a matter of choice.

Yet, we see that

m |sraeli culture and media portray a world in which the
use of force is an acceptable, normal means for solving
political problems and in which it's OK to put government

in the hands of soldiers.

m Israeli law does not recognize the universal human right
to conscientious objection to military service (but women
and orthodox religious men are entitled to exemption).

m |n such a world it is “only natura
are former army officers — all of them Jewish males. Women,
immigrants, Palestinians, people with disabilities, the poor,
and other minorities have very little say in decision making.

Israeli culture generates an image of a world in which
war was, is and will always be inevitable, a necessary
and acceptable way of solving our problems.
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In Israel — ades, illustrations
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that decisions makers

Do we really want our toddlers
to dream of the day when they
will hold a gun or drive a tank?
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Should ex-military men and
military-style management
really be given leading roles in
education, political thinking and
civic administration?
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. Army is coming... Dana runs, Hanna runs... Gad, Gad, have you heard?”, Z. Villensky, booklets for teaching reading and writing in school, 2000; "Adopt a combat soldier", leaflet published by the Electricity Company, Tamir-Cohen (Jacobson), 1999;
is, 2000; I Ad: “To be a bit from this and a bit from that.To be Israeli”, Maccabbee beer, Gitam BBDO, 2001; B Ad for a tranquilizer: “My son is a combat soldier. The tension, the pressure, the telephone calls... | asked my pharmacist for Calmanervin, and it helped me to

New Profile acts to:

= Reduce the militarized nature of Israel’s government, society
and culture.

Change the mindset that drives us to one war after another and
that justifies the ongoing occupation of Palestinian territories.
Promote humanistic education and independent critical thinking.
End the oppression of women and other groups within society.
Achieve legal recognition of the universal human right to
conscientious objection.

Support those who have decided to reject military service.
Realize feminist-democratic principles.

New Profile refuses to choose war.

New Profile has made its aim to work towards changing Israeli society —
= from a militarized to a civil society
m from a discriminating and oppressive society
to an egalitarian one
= from an occupying nation to a respectful neighbor

New Profile strives to replace Israel’s
predominant military profile with
a humanistic and egalitarian one

Working methods and organizational structure

m New Profile was established in 1998; its members include
women and men of all ages.

Over 1,000 people worldwide subscribe to New Profile's
mailing lists.

New Profile operates according to feminist working principles
without a rigid hierarchical structure, by means of open and
equal discussion.

Major decisions are passed during monthly plenary meetings;
specific issues are addressed by different work groups.

The organization operates on a voluntary basis.

New Profile aims at bringing about a profound change in Israeli
education and government by:
= changing a system of education that promotes uncritical
obedience and glorification of military service
= changing the public’s unquestioning acceptance
of armed struggle
m promoting forms of education that seek non-violent conflict solution
= ending the occupation of territories and oppression of the
Palestinian people.



